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To His.own Subjetls, wid thoſe of 
_ the Empire .in 1TALY:, 


= 


1 cod from ons TY ih, 


: Liridfed June gh. 168g. 


— 


FE; Lam, II 'of. the” Nifice 

ti , Emperor of the et, 

and King of Geraldiy, Han: 

- £4 mis, Dalmatia, Croatia, Sclavo- 

4, &c. Arch-Duke of Auſtria, Duke 

_ TEAS ty, Sor hes. Dahl. Carniola, and Wirtemberg, 

"Count. 'of-Zyvole, &c+ To all-and ſingular, Our well-be- 

loved i faith al. Vaſſals and Subjects, and "to thoſe -of 

-the. Sacred Kaman Empire in Italy ,. of -what State, De- 

.gret, Order,Condition, Dignity and: Pre-eminence ſoever 
they be, our Imperial. Grace, and all Happineſs: ' 

Beloved! We make known and certify to you, That 

| A - whereas 


- 
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whereas the Crown of France has long ſince, not 
only: ſeveral ways. violated the Twenty Years Truce 
eſtabliſhed; - Az» 1634. in the General Diet of the 
Empire , between IIs and the Empire on the one 
part, and the ſaid Crown of France on the other part, 
and contrary-to the, expreſs Tenour as well of that as 
of the Peace. of 'Wifiphelia; and Nimeghen, hath uſurpt di- 
vers Places and Pfofits of "the Empire,” hath built Bridges 
upon the Bank of the Rhine, not belonging to the ſaid 
Crown,” hathy-erected Forts upon- the Lands of the. Em- 
ire, cut down the Woods,.and many other; ways, 
ath Uiſtfelled the States and Sutyefts of the Sacrgd £&o- 
man Empire; but at length growing even impittefit of 
our Petiegce,: being moved either. with Envy at qur Suc- 
celles, inſt -the- /«rks,.or with | af nifitidble deſice of 
enlarging. its Borders ,- not -minding its"Faith; ſo often 
given, and biit lately renewed, deſpiſing-all Law! Divine, 
Eccleſiaſtical, and of civilized Nations at that very time, 
—_ Own ge n_ theſe of m_—_— States of the 
Empire ( relying; on publick Compacts and the Sanctimo- 
ny if the Royal 2a were for God Glory beſieg- 
ing the Tifidels tm Frigrane;-did-treacherouſly, and with- 
out any previous *Declaration of | War, fall upon Us and 
the Empere, while we did not in the leaſt dream of 
it, with all its Power took Philzpsbarg, deltitute of the 
Faith of anda _neceſlary Garriſon, invaded the 
Falatinate, Franconia', * Siitv ia, and: c Wer Itorieg/ on 
the Rbine, pouring in men "inte'fHe" Country. an Atch- 
Biſhoprick of Colozme, 'endeavontedt6 obtrude upp; Us, 

and- the Roman Empire Cardinal Furſtenberg, ' contrary 
the lawful Election, rightly confirmd 'by the Pope him- 
Felf, of the” molt ſerene Prince, Toſeph Clement” of Bavars:, 
for-Arch-Biſhdþ and Ettor of Cologne, "either by force 
or Treachery,, hath"pdh terrain Terms, got tato'its. 
hands Aentz, Worms, Spire, Heilbrowne, "Heildelberg, Frank- 
endale, and other Cities and- ſtrong Holds, ſubjeft, cither 
mediately or #mmediately, to the ſacred Roman Empire, 
-aad.:not ſparing things facred to: Jaſice, - hath Oy 
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the ſupreme Tribunat of the Empire, which-in. the times 
of the fierceſt former Wars -remain'd . uatouch'd in the 
fai@ City of Spirez, ing the Writings-and -E,vidences 
belonging to the whole Empire into France, ' hath wickedly 
appropriated to its own ufe the Poor and Orphans Money, 
there depoſited and kept ; hath extorted vaſt Contributions 
every where; yea-whole Cities, Towns and Countries, not- 
withſtanding they paid the Taxes laid upon them, after they 
had, contrary to Faith, given and confirmed by the hand of 
the moſt ſerene: Daxphin, been: plundered; it_hath partly 
deſtroy*d by burning, partly by Mines; it hath with ſogreat 
Fury blown them up from the very Foundatiens, that a 
ſtone is not"lefrt upon-a ſtone ; and not keeping its wick- 
ed hands-from the very Temples, and the ancient Pallaces 
of Princes-it hath levelPd them to the ground : in: ſome 
places it hath violently : driven . the ſtronger ſort-of Qur 
Subjects after the manner of the | Barbarians, thto- Slaver 
ry, or'to bear Arms in France; others, after they: wete 
robb'd of their Corn, which was al} that was- leit after 
ſo great” exaQtions, it forced to. Plow their aw Fiekds, 
when'they were -*own 3 and iv moſt ſeverely! forhid; 

upon pain of .death.ever. fox: the future ao exerite; 

bandryy fnatly, it hath-every where, as'fap/25;the beaſt- 


' Ipvinhumanity of ics Souldiers' conld reach, -pridone'alb 


with Murder, Sword, Fire,. Rapine, and r horrid 
ifnſtances- of Rage, Cruelty, Arvavice and: Lyſtyy ſcarce 


2? KMown among Barbarians, atrl-excecding: the very xnel- 
_ .ty/an@ malice of 7artars and Farky zi and it co 
'Unidoe, and moreover it perfiſts. to Rirupy hi: Gyorn Ener 


to 


mis i'the Holy Croſs, to: the ntrer.deffruttion of the 
Chriftlan World, and to folicit them ro-joyn Arms with ic 
by'a Leagne'r  We;wich-all the Eleftars,Prances and States, 
aſſembled in aur: Imperial City of Ration have taken 
4ito matire deliberation::how to defend and vinditate: the 
Iiberry' of -our” deareſt !Counitry:. from:prefeat Twine; and 
We being with 'their onanimous/conſent #6&-fuffrages 
addrefied by them, that -not-omly by Decrecing and; Pub» 
liſhing an vaiverſal and moſt juſt War all over the: Kg 
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man Empire; We would according to our Imperial truſt, 
together ': with - Them,' endeavour ' to repel ſuch cruel 
injuries, and with atl our:might affert the Safety and-Li- 
berty- of the: Empire ; but alſo that we would eſteem thoſe 
as the common Enemies of the whole Empire, who ſhall 
aſſiſt the foreſaid Crown, with Men, Horſe, Arms, Pro- 
viſions, Money, or by any other means whatever; and 
that We would earneſtly forbid, eſpecially our own and 
the Koman Empire's Subjects in 1raly; any way to  afliſt 
the fore meotioned . Crown, or either.'Tirectly or indi- 
rely to' promote its execrable -undertakings, molt ſe- 
verely and: upon pain of -loſs of their Fees and other 
Advantages beld of. Us, and the'Sacred Koman Empire. 
Since” therefore by Our Imperial Authority, We have 
approved: the gge-mentioned ' unanimous! Sentence; of 
| and States: of | the Empire as agree- 
able to'the DjvitZ*and - Natural Law; and to every ones 
obligation, and relying onthe aſſiſtance of the Divine 
Juſtice, have taken up Arms for the neceſſaryi defence of the 
Empire; ſo We hope none: of:you are fo deſtitute of Pis 
ety,; nor will be ſo forgerful of:your Allegiance -and: Du- 


. £y,/ as /that you wil participate:of ſo deteſtable- cruelty 


and treachery;.and of thoſe crimes which haye proceeded, 
and will proceed from thence, nor that you will -Jend 
any- aſſiſtance or aid to the accurſed attempts. of the Ene- 
mies, only [tending to: the ruine and ſubyerkon of Our 
| 7 Hence  icis;, :welb- beloved ! that out of the 
plenitude- of Our. Imperial Power, We kindly: and.-ſerir 
ouſly admoniſh/ you; and upon: Our: own, and the Sacred 
Roman Empire*s\moſt grievous: diſpleaſure, and vpon pain 
of: lofing all 'Fees, | Priviledges<Rights '-and /Jmmonities 
whatever, /granted&:to. you by Us: or- the /Keman Empire, 
do ftriftly charge: you, | That none -of;;youg: of (whatever 
State, Degree, Condition; Dignity and-/PxE-emineace he 
be; who's zany” way. elated: ita the: &oman:; Empire, and 
e0joys:the: Honours and Prerogatives. of | the fame, after 
thetime: that this Our Pleaſure, either -by Our original 
&Eeters, ar þy Copies of-/ them (whicli: We will have P 
” "0. e 
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be of equal Authority) or otherwiſe ſhall be known; 
ſhall be aſſiſting to the foreſaid Crown of France, or to 
.its Colleagues and Adherents, nor ſhall ſend any aſſi- 
ſtance » but ſhall recall them, if: ſeat; if any of you 
ſerve it or its Aherents, he mnlſt quit his ſtipend, nor 
muſt he for the future ſerve under chem; nor by Men, 
Money, Proviſions, Corn, Gunpowder, Quarters, Paſſages, 
Advice, nor any other way whatever.ſhall be aiding or affi- 
ſting t96 their unjuſt deſigns, nor ſhall enter intgany unlawful 
Treaties with them to the .prejudice of the Empire; much 
leſs ſhall they voluntarily, or at the inſtigation of the 
French, 'thoſe diſturbers of Ewrepe, make War either upon 
_ Our Hereditary Kingdoms -and Provinces, or upon Our 
Liege People and Members of the Empire, or upon Our 
Vallalls, or thoſe inLeague:with us, 'in or without 'the 
Lands of the' Empire upon . any pretext whatever; nor 
ſhall he contrive any Hoſtilicies againſt Us or them, nor 
give-ſuſpicion of ſuch contrivances, nor ſhall- he give his 
; Aſſiſtance or - Counſel to: any others towards it. Welt 
Beloved ! We therefore kindly Exhort you, that if per- 
chance any of your Children, Kindred, Clients, Vallals 
and Subjects, ſhould ſerve in .the Wars, or otherwiſe 
aſliſt the Crown of France, its Favourers and Adherents, 
or any who are Enemies to Us, and the Empire, its 
Members and Allies, you would not only recall them under 
the commination of moſt grievous Puniſhments, reipeCtive- 
ly of loſs of- Goods, Feudal and Allodial, Benefits, Privi- 
ledges, Immunities, Honour and Life, and that forthwith 
'you wobld ſeverely proceed againſt the reſraQory ; but 
that you would moreover chearfully employ your Power ard 
Pains in a juſt cauſe, and for the Defence of the Empire ; 
- ſince by ſo doing, Well-Beloved! you will deterve well 
of Us and the Sacred &oman Empire, and of the whole 
Chriſtian Common-wealth. But if any, contrary to ex- 
pe&ation and to this expreſs Sanftion of Ours. and of the 
whole Koman Empire, ſhall be found to maintains the un- 
juſt pretenſions of France, or to; afliſt it or its. Adherents,,. 
or their Aiders or Abbettors, or aiy of Our Enemies, 
cr 


(6) 
or the Enemies. of thoſe in Leagne with Us, or to att 
or endeavour Hoſtilities againſt any one or all che Ele- 
fors,/ Princes and. States of the: Sacred Koman Empire, or 
other Vaſlals, ar'in League - with them, know that - ye 
ſhall jrremiſſibly' be depriveg. of all the. Benefits, Rights 
and ' Priviledges which he! enjoys from [Us: and the Sacred 
Roman Empire, and that: he ſhall without delay be pro- 
ceeded againſt by Our Imperial ' Fiſcal. '' Whichz*thar it 
may be. the more manifeſt. to all, and that - none. may 
pretend ignorance, We kindly require you, Well-Belovyed ! 
to'rake care that this Our "Declaration be publithed "and 
afhixt'; in/ your / Territories, and Diſtricts reſpettively ; 
lo doing whereof, WelFBetoved!' you will at /as þe- 
comes: You and-the Cauſe; IG to Onr Pleafare 
atid Your. own' Duty. Upon Credit of [this Our Letrers 
Signed:with Our own Hand, and Seated with Our Imperidl 
Seal.: | Given at. Our City of _— 9: 1689. Of 
fur-Empire, the Thirty Firſt; of Our eign oviy Hangary, 
the Thirty Fourth 5 and aa nh the "Thirty" Pup 4 
Fear, . C17. — uf / 1 Dovyo} cl 
EC ev yo. vne ated 
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ALETEER 


FROM THE 


EleRors, Princes, and States, Coun- 
cellors, and Embaſladors Aſſembled 
in the Diet at Ratisbonne 


10 THE 
Moſt Serene and Potent 


JOHN II. 
King of Poland. &c. 


* Written Maythe 42h. and Publiſhed the 13h. 
F of the ſame 'Month. 
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Moſt Serene aud Mof# Potew K I N G, Mof# Gracious Lord * 


HE. conſtant reports of ſome by-paſt Years have 
undoubtedly informed your Majeſty; how, under 
'M.... the ſpegious, but yain and rapacions pretence/of 

- . . . dependences, after the Peace df Nimegben, ' the 
Roman Empire, urged by the French with Invaſions,Seizings» 
and Devaſtation of Cities and Countries,and infinite Injuries, 
Was 


e 
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was at length Anro 1684. compelPd.to yield to the no leſs 
hard, than unjuſt Terms of a Truce for Twenty Years, with . 
renouncing tke Soveraignty over ſome Provinces for a time. , 
The Stare of publick-ffairs at that juntore _ it neceſ[a« 
ry.to ſubmit to them, being then intent upon a War with the 
» Twrts,as alſodid the care of Defending the Chriſtian Faith 
and Our Country, nor was a proſperous Succeſs of Afairs 
wanting, and the grateful and ;fira# hofje of doing greater 
things, and of procuring Eaſe and Security to Yous Ma-, 
jeſty and to the-Kingdom of” Polard was Vigoroys tillflight-+ 
102 the Eſtabliſhed Articles of the Peace of Weſtphalsa and 
trmegben, and the Twenty Years Truce ; the -French/King & | 
envying the V itories of the Chriſtians, and((as is plajn}y ap- 
parent ) favouring the Intereſts of the' Twrks and Lis | 
and endeavouring, to repair their loſſes without declaring 
War, or any previous Commemoration of-Grievances or 
Complaints, baſely and Treacheroufly in a Hoſtile manner 
falls upon-the back of the Emperonrand” the, Roman Empire, 
when they were engaged in. 4 War with the Turks, and lit- 
tle dreamt of it,the frontier Garriſons on the Kb:ne, being in 
Confdence of Peace, naked of ſufficient Proviſions, hs either 
takes by immane fury and. violence; or by direful threats and 
menaces$} or by*cotlogting;fawning ; when tte had no hopes 
to gain Coblentz,by.reafon of the Fidelity ſhewn tothe Empe: 
rour and Empire by his Eminence the EleCtor of Treves, out 
of-ſtark-madneſs to do-miſchief,he burns it with Bombs arid \ | 
ſuch like inventions'z He depopylates Provinces;He! oppreſ- q 
ſes the unwary and innocent SubjeCts bf the Empire far and 
near, and ſpoils them of all their Fortunes: Firſt, after_a_ 
b2rbarous manner, he dragsthem that are ſet apart for the 
Divine Miniſtry, into captivity, and by ſtealing from"-the 
reſt their food, neceſſary to ſuſtain Life; ſome he ſtarves, 
others he murders. Every mans heart akes"tb*thinkdhow 
wickedly the profidious Nationdid at'the'Kings Command ; 
utterly deſtroy with Fire Heiaelberg, fynpded'by Em ors, 
8n;Eleftoral, ant} among: Mountainous*Fertification®® the 
Chief. Seat of all Exrope, when it was fponraneouffy ſhrren- 
dred upon Terms of Immunity, Confirmed and Snbſtribed 


by 


(9) 

by the Dauphin ; Manbeim, the fineſt Mart of that diſtrict, 
after a few days Siege, when it was ſurrendred upon good 
Terms, having fouly violated his/promiſe, he not 'only le- 
velld it with the ground, but with Gun-powder blew up 
from the yery Foundation both private Hogſesand Churches, 
even ſuch as ſerved for the Exerciſe of the Catholick Re- 
ligion.z he took away the Palatine Archive, by taking away 
the Ats and Evidences of- the Supream Judicature of the 
Imperial Chamber, which 1a: all | by-paſt Wars whatever 
were taken care of by the Enemy, to the irreparable damage 
of many Thouſands that'were at Law 5 he hath extirpated 
the adminiſtration of Sacred: Juſtice, and whatever wicked> 
neſs or villany the croelleſt of Enemies could invent in: ages 
bong time paſt,todeſtroy Countries'to- that very death; that 
all this has been exerciſed by a wicked and viikhoves Nation 
Mm the moſt fruitful and” beautiful Region: of all Germany, 
the Province that is defaced with its own':Ruines may 
teſtify : So that indeed 'the moſt Sacred Emperour, and the 
Ele@tors, Princes and States of the Roman. Empire being 
provoked with ſo' perfidious/ devaſtations and} robberies, 
Cor indeed ' it; deſerves not the inamei:of a War) and 
being tired out with ſd'often repeated croeltics,' as alſo be- 
ing mindeful of the ſafeguardof the. Empire, anil its Sub- 
jets committed .to'them by God, and' of their own duty, 
have declared War againſt 'the French, and having part- 
Iy drawn (to the great damape'of the: Chriſtians); 'Soul- 
diers from the Turksſb: expedition,' and | having: partly 
drawn'/and raiſed them in other places;' relying on the 
High Jultice'of our Caufey and'upao the: Div ine ance, 
have decreed to give check!to this firſt moſt unjuſt effort, 
and with Councels and Force lincki'd by an inttilſoluble tie 
to/ advance our Arms againſt cthe. Enemy, forthe repa- 
Miner drbegindurnnry ror adtr wine. payrry 

to e f and ty to m-, 
pite' ag\from-the' cnurGnriin;bemm. of: rhe States;moſt gra-: 
cionſly approved by His Imperial Majeſty! ( a Copy Wwhere- 
of We together with IT to theſe ) mo 


. (v19 ) 
fatty: wilt appear. 3 beſides, not being 'ignorank. by: what 
fhamefot fhitrs and tricks,, ynbeconng: Bw fbing-eal die 
-King ;othe: Fee, King utes te involve thoſe that, are pre 
voked. (by bio; and-avt 'vpan' their guard: againſt big, 3n 
mutual picques and grudg9s, as under the falle pretext of 
diflezence' in Religgon, » the ſame has volucceBiully been 
pradtiſad; and is at preſent pleaded: Fixft gf all they haye 
thought i waterjal;::yca, abſolutely neceſſary, ſetting abde 
al-Nevtralisy, as they call it; whatever Power The Divine 
Providence has betowedrontbe Emperor & Empire, to ga- 
ther: jt nnanimoufly together, ' to turn, bur! Arms with a cou- 
zagions and reſolved mind: on the: Enemy». and not to. de 
fit from the proſecution: of the War, 441 a ſufficient re: 
deſc afſfo.many birtevevils{ which: we hope from God )thall 
bei had,: and furthen:caution for the future; and ald to de- 
clave him' or them 6a be Eneuntes) ob the Empire, who {balk 
by-invafion/ or depredation infeſt any of their Teritaries; 
even without the Empire, .or that:ſhall' endeavour ro turn 
the Armg of! the' Empire or of 185 [Alltes, to the: fide. of 
Erance, 'andalfoto-invite:all Crowns and Republicks wha 
bave regard to their Faith ar Promiſe, 'wto Our: Aſſiſtance 
2nd (Alliance” againft . the-Enemy (okall Faith, that. teing 
bandhed fromhims 7 And moſt: ference Kang 1: ſince: anrancy+ 
eut/and fom friendſbip lath beta'/berween the Emperors 
and Empire, and the Kingdom:of folard, which not long 
fince/in Friendly raiſing the Siege of Kerma, ; when. Befigged. 
by the; /nfidelsi (which, benefit: Ws at preſent gratefwlly ac- 
knowledg, andiſhalb ever he. acknowledged by all Paſterity). 
Vour: Majeſty: andthe Common wealeb of Poland, bave a 
Ly made [good 3 _" ſince; by- this nefarious, 
robbing by the French; which bas-recalled the greateſt parr. 
ring” dncrr owpirar out ea dar yre Bojnia, the. 
e; of our | All; the Kingdom of: Polarn | is/ not. lightly: 
wounded, and its fecurity rendred-hazardons;, and efpgces 
ally, becaofe: ic is | not 29 be donbred, but Your'Ma jefty 
does abomiaate this villdtoosirroption : All. theſe thing 
put 'vs in ihopes that your Majalty, toirepreſs a power 
LOL | immane- 
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why a pretences, y' y a NL Edh IA again . 
King, contrary to the inſtrument of Truce made with him, 
reckoned only for faſhions-ſake to have been inſerted inthe 
Fruce between the /mpertialifts & the French ) will joyn.your 
Counſels and Mon Wcthoſebt the Commonwealth, with 
thoſe of the'Em s and Empire: We,therefore having 
ioſtruCtions þ b 'the,elgecial command of-Our' Maſters, do- 
with all ſubiniſſion "due, beſeech your Majeſty, that you 
would extend the League cared-ntos with whe molt Auguſt 
Emperot Fae's | This, iy iy, therefore the more dan- 


as Bora or otherwiſe, that 
a, Ns 


to a ſeparate treaty, and 
w has been NE by the 


J 


what, to this 1 purpo 


moſt invincible Emperor to-yaur Majeſty, x gg it here, 
We invite You into a.more cor by.'-. 261 © 
SIC 3 $5001 p LIC! 130 * 

But however, ſince- the viar with Oaks 


foot, if We Book fall ſhort bf q 
belping Hand: from. Your Maj 

of Poland; we are certainly : 

fully and folicitouſly look to itgthat that by. 
or other evil arts, they and” the 

make: deprzdations upor- the Em States” or 
upon any of the Confederates in- your rr without the - 
Empire, nor that any of their Subjects bevext i in 2ny place- 
with {nyaſions and Rabberies, and: i | 
things ſhould happen otherwiſe than well, that You would 
lie? a willing mind joyn your Arms with Ours to. purſue 


irpate theſe lnya e beſeec bi AlmighySed 
whine Yon 5s ty wh oo berth as 5 
Prince, b y which Viſtdies being repreſt, 


perpetual: Peace and. Tranquility may. be procured- to- 
Europe : And nothing remains, but that We beartily "Oy 
or 
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